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Why survey for Great Crested Newts?

Great crested newts are fully protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, as amended by the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000. They are also protected under European legislation, being included on Schedule 2 of the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994. Taken together, this legislation makes it illegal, inter alia to:

· intentionally or recklessly kill, injure or capture a great crested newt;

· damage or destroy habitat which a great crested newt uses for shelter or protection; or

· deliberately disturb a great crested newt when it is occupying a place it uses for shelter and protection.

These provisions apply to all life-stages of this species and to both their terrestrial and aquatic habitats.
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