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Why survey for Badgers?

Badgers are fully protected by the Protection of Badger Act 1992, which subsumed all previous legislation covering this species. This Act makes it an offence inter alia to:
· wilfully kill, injure or take, or attempt to kill, injure or take, a badger 

· interfere with a badger sett by doing any of the following things, intending to do any of these things or being reckless as to whether one's actions would have any of these consequences: 

· damaging a badger sett or any part of it;

· destroying a badger sett;

· obstructing access to, or any entrance of, a badger sett;

· disturbing a badger when it is occupying a badger sett.

A badger sett is defined in the Act as any structure or place which displays signs indicating use by a badger. Although a sett may be empty at a certain time, it may be used as part of a regular cycle throughout the year, and may therefore be considered to be in use. Under certain conditions, activities which could otherwise give rise to an offence may be licensed by Natural England (for development covered by planning permission).
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