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Why survey for Breeding Birds?

The Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981 and as amended) protects all wild birds and their nests and eggs. Under this Act it is an offence to:

· kill, injure or take any wild bird; 

· take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while it is in use or being built; and 

· take or destroy the egg of any wild bird. 

Bird nesting sites are not themselves protected when not in use and the common species are not protected from disturbance whilst occupying their nest-sites. However, certain rare breeding birds, listed on Schedule 1 of the Act (e.g. barn owls), are also protected against disturbance whilst building a nest or on or near a nest containing eggs or young.

Activities which might cause such disturbance, and the distance at which birds may be disturbed varies between species. We can provide advice on this topic for any particular site and species.
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