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Why survey for Reptiles?

The four common species of native reptiles are listed on Schedule 5 to the Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981 and as amended) which prohibits, inter alia, the intentional killing, injuring or taking of any of these species. Smooth snake and sand lizard are afforded further protection in that it is an offence to damage or destroy habitat which the reptile uses for shelter or protection or deliberately disturb a reptile when it is occupying such a place.

Whilst the habitat of the four common species is not protected the animal is and the law requires that a reasonable effort be made to avoid killing or injuring protected animals in the course of implementing any permitted development or development with planning permission.
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