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Why survey for Water Vole?

Water voles are protected under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) which makes it an offence inter alia to:

· kill, injure or capture a water vole

· damage or destroy habitat which a water vole uses for shelter or protection

· disturb a water vole when it is occupying a place it uses for shelter or protection.

Under certain conditions Natural England may licence the trapping and translocation of water voles but there is no provision in the Act for licensing other works which could give rise to an offence. However, the Act does provide a defence where the otherwise unlawful act can be shown to be the incidental result of a lawful operation and could not reasonably have been avoided. Permitted development or a development which has received planning permission is clearly a lawful activity but best practice requires that the water voles are protected from killing or injury, that the minimum of habitat be removed, that good habitat is restored following the necessary works if at all possible, or that equivalent habitat be provided or enhanced elsewhere in mitigation, with the animals moved to this new habitat before destruction of the old.
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