[image: image1.png]ESL

(Ecological Services) Limited




Why survey for Wintering Birds?

The Wildlife and Countryside Act (1981 and as amended) protects all wild birds and under this Act it is an offence to kill, injure or take any wild bird. For proposals with the potential to kill or injure birds it is therefore necessary to understand use of the site by birds at all seasons and at all times of the day.

In addition, Article 4 of the EU Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (EC/79/409 as modified: ‘the Birds Directive') requires the UK to classify as Special Protection Areas for Migratory Birds a number of sites which between them provide sufficient habitat for UK birds listed on Annex 1 to the Directive, or which satisfy certain other provisions within the Directive. These sites form part of the Natura 2000 network and are known as European Sites.

Under Regulation 48(1) of The Conservation (Natural Habitats &C) Regulations, 1994 (‘The Habitats Regulations'), an Appropriate Assessment needs to be undertaken in respect of any plan or project which:

1. either alone or in combination with other plans or projects would be likely to have a significant effect on a European Site; and 

2. is not directly concerned with the management of the site for nature conservation.

More detailed explanations are given within the Habitat Regulations Guidance Notes issued by Natural England, but in order that the Competent Authority may carry out this assessment, the developer or proposer of the plan or project is required to provide any information judged relevant and necessary for carrying out the assessment.

It is important to be aware that the plan or project does not have to be located within the designated area. Significant effects may occur even if the plan or project is some distance away, and even outside any consultation area defined by Natural England. The effects may be direct or indirect, temporary or permanent, beneficial or harmful to the site, or any combination of these. We can provide advice on this topic for any particular site and species.
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